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Ct'a,c thy mourning;
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All thy con - llicts

God llim-sdf shall loo,e thy bands.
Zi • on still is well be - loved.
Zi on' s King will sure - ly send.
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~lltN.

3. _\.postlcs' Creed

.i. Prayer, concluding with the Lord's Prayer, the people joining.

5. Anthem by the Choir (suitable to the occasion).
6. Lesson from the Old Testament read responsively (Psalm 107, 1,.- 23).
in the Psalter for the 41st Sunday

Reading

SCRIPTURE READING-PSALM 107, 1-23.

() give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good; for his mercy endureth forever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of
the enemy;
And gathered thcm out of the lands, from the cast, and from the west, and from
the north, and from the south.
They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they found no city to dwell in.
Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them.
Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their
distresses.
And he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation.
2

0 that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works
to the children of men!
For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.
Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction
and iron;
Because they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of the
Most High;
Therefore he brought down their heart with labor; they fell down, and there was
none to help.
Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he sa,ed them out of their
distresses.
He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands
in sunder.
0 that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works
to the children of men !
For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder.
Fools, because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted.
Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat; and they draw near unto the gates
of death.
Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their
distresses.
He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.
0 that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works
to the children of men l
And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with
rejoicing.
7. The Gloria.
8. Lesson from New Testament (Matthew 25, 31-46).
9. Hymn No. 636. New Hymnal.
Lowsu.
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10. CATECHISM ON THE R ACE PROBLEM
Q. When and by whom were the first African slaves imported into this country?
A. In 1620 by the Dutch from Guinea.
Q. When was the importation of African slaves prohibited?
A. l:ly Great Britain on June 10, 1806, to take effect January 1, 1808. In 1824
it was declared piracy and punished as such.
Q. About how many in all were imported in these years?
A. Over ten million. It was said that more than two hundred and fifty thousand
died on the passage over.
Q. When was slavery abolished in the Northern States?
A. By Yermont in 1777, Pennsylvania and 1fassachusetts in 1780, Kew York
1827, and New Jersey in 1804.
Q. How many slaves were there in the United States at the time of Abraham
Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation?
A. About four millions.
Q. What was their financial, intellectual, and moral conditions?
A. They had neither property nor education, and were almost without moral
ideals. They were hopelessly poor, ignorant, and degraded.
Q. What were the indications of hope for the race at this time?
A. The race itself was in possession of the English language. It was naturally
religious, teachable, and imitative in a remarkable degree, and its irrepressible buoyancy
and happiness of spirit were above every other race.
Q. What was the first need of the race?
A. Knowledge, education, training in industry, and on moral and religious lines,
with wise and good leadership.
Q. How have these wants been supplied?
A. First, the government established the Freedmen's Bureau, which undertook to
furnish them with schools; and then the great Churches of the United States established
Christian schools and colleges, thut ministers, teachers, and leaders in every line might
be trained and sent out among the masses of the Negro people.
Q. How many of these schools are at work now?
A. The J\Iethodist Episcopal Church ha;; twenty-four, being one or more in each of
the Southern States. The other Churches have over one hundred, all doing a similarly
great work in the industrial, intellectual, and moral uplift of this race.
Andrew Carnegie, in a speech before the Philosophical Institute of Edinburgh,
Scotland, shows that Negro illiteracy has fallen from 83.5 percent in 1870 to 47.5 per
cent in 1900, and that at the same rate of progress it is down to one-half of that to-day.
"A decrease of 36 per cent in illiteracy in twenty years.'' He also says the Negro people
have 23,462 Church organizations, 23,770 churches, with a seating capacity of
6,800,000. It has between three and four million communicants in a population of ten
million, and church property valued at $26,626,448.
The same authority states that the Negro has gained in property from nothing until "in 1900 no less than 746,717 farms of 38,233,933 acres, or 59,741 square miles,
just the area of England and Wales or double that of Scotland, were owned or tenanted
by Negroes, who forty years previously owned nothing."
The desire to own a home is the most encouraging of all traits in the masses of a
nation. In 186 5 the Negroes were without homes of their own.
In 1900-thirty-five
years later-there were 372,414 owners of homes, and of these 225,156 were free of
incumbrance.''
Q. What has the ::-.lethodist Episcopal Church done to help bring about these
results?

Books to r ea d for further information

1d• T~rbell\." He Knew Lincoln," soc. "Abra-

• ham Lincoln, by J. H. Choate, 25c. "Race Adjuo;.tmcnt.'' bv Kelly Miller, $2.00. "Following the Color Linc/' by Ray Stann:l·d R:.i.kcr, $,2:,oo; and ' 1 Talks for the
Timc'llli," by W. H. Cro(tman, Clark Univcnhy, Arlanta. Ga., $1.00, postp::iid. The fin,t four may be ordered throuih
the Mcthodiit Book Concern, the last from the author.
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A. It has 24 schools, 2,253 churches, 2,124 ministers and 302,000 members, with
3,731 Sunday schools and 187,397 scholars.

Q. How much of this has been done through the agency of the Freedmen's Aid

Society?

A. It maintains the 24 schools, has very largely educated the ministers, and the
lay members, the superintendents of the Sunda} -schools, presidents and secretaries of
the Epworth Leagues, and other local officers have nearly all of them been prepared
for their work by this Society. Besides, our schools have furnished very many of the
ministers and Christian workers of the other colored Churches. Gammon Theological
Seminary is the largest and strongest institution of its class in the world for the edt:cation of ministers for the Negro people.
Q. What are these people doing to help themselves?
A. The students in the schools gave for board, tuition, and room rent last year
$I 55,468.48. In Conference collections, the colored people gave last year S2; ,679. 70,
which is nearly one dollar in every four contributed by the whole Church.
Q. What are the most pressing needs of the work at this time?
A. ( 1) Endowments for the schools.
.\II are without endowment save three or
four.
(2) Enlarged equipment in buildings and facilities for tea,hing the trades and
industries.
( 3) ).fore money for teachers' salaries.
They arc now underpaid and overworked.
Christian liberality can do no greater good than to put money into these institu•
tions. S2 5,000 would endow a professorship, thus k!.!eping a teacher at work for this
race for all time to come.
$5,000 would start an industrial department, where young men and women would
learn some useful trade.
$1,000 would supply two extra teachers to help those who now have ;5 to 110
pupils in a room.

Sermon or Address.
Offering tor the work of the Freedmen's Aid Society.
13. Singing, No. 702 in r-.ew Hymnal.
1 1.
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Bbrabatn 1fncoln

HE great American, :;eer, patriot, martyr, stands supreme to-day in the love of
America and the admiration of the world.
lib ancestors belJueathed to him a
frame of iron, wrought into form by their fierce fight to reclaim the wilderness.
They had been on picket guard for coming civilization since 17 3 7, first in Massachusetts,
then New Jersey, Pennsylvania, I\orth Carolina, and finally Kentucky. Here, in a
rude Jog cabin, one hundred years ago, 1\braham Lincoln was born. His home a hut,
his cradle the storm, his companions untaught frontiersmen, deprived of comfort, inured
to hardship, he threw round him the sorrows of his countrymen to enter the mightiest
conflict for freedom the world has seen. His school life, if summed together, would
make but a single ye.1r. Ile wrote on the wooden shovel, made letters on the cabin
walls, inside and out, read and re-read the few books he could borrow or buy, and
asked questions of every stranger who ch'l.nced to knock at the cabin door. By the
light of the pine knot, encouraged by his mother and later his stepmother, he re.id
and rehearsed the principles of right th:i.t later m:i.de our Nation great.
His kccn
analysis, honest purpose, common sense, and fearless nature underlay the Divine call to
responsibility. A sadness lingered on his face, as if speaking of his mother's untimely
death.
In the nearby clearing in Indiana, in 1818, she was buried in a rough coffin
which her husb'l.nd whipsawed front unseasoi1ed lumber. Lincoln knew the common
people, and loved them. From them he learned that checrfulness and sensibleness
which, united, are the greate-;t possible boon to an .\mcrican boy.
The times were fevered in which he grew. Great questions came in succession
like lowering clouds before the storm. The right to hold slaves had long been in discussion. The Missouri Compromise, passed in 1820, had held at bay the contesting
forces.
For a time the surface seemed quiet, hut underneath was the "irn;prcssiblc
conflict." In '58, in the campaign against l )onglas, though opposed by the leaders of
his party, Lincoln said, "This country can not permanently endure half slave and ualf
free." He shaded his eyes to take the long look into the future. Emancipation was
a war measure, but was as inevitable as the movement of destiny. The lash of the
master, the cry of the slave, the tale of "L ncle Tom's Cabin," the rumblings of
offended justice, foretold the coming conflict. Cir,·umstanccs followed in quick succession-the addition of slave territory in the :\k°'ican war, the admission of Kansas,
the struggle in Nebraska, the Dn:d Scott decision by the Supreme Court. The fiery
appeals and then cowardly retreat of some leading anti-slavery agitators when war
seemed imminent, the uncertainty of the :-;orth, the decision of the South, a wavering
!'resident, whose heart was with slavery, an undrilled people on the verge of war, all
combined to make terrible the path of this chosen man of (;od.
The experiment of a free go"ernmcnt was being settled for the coming ages.
Shall .\merica be the unwilling home of the sla,·e? Shall the world of monarchies
hear with delight the crash of a falling Republic, whose principle of disintegration
would not alone sever, but dissolve the L'nion? This was the condition in '61. It
was in this hour that God called the tall, awkward, sad faced, honest, fearless leader
from fllinois to the place of power. He was the friend of right, the foe of wrong;
too great to be ,·indicth·e, too honorable to be unkind. .\ time server would have betrayed :or gain the Nation's unity. .\ timid man, however good, would have pkased
the fe.1rful, then fallen a prey to their contempt. .\ traitor would have died, despised
by a dismembered t;nion.
But Abraham Lincoln was true in the crisis hour. And
now all _\merica, both North and South, unites to do him honor.
The study of Lincoln, during this, the one hundredth anniversary of his birth,
should throw into bold relief the outlines of freedom. It should define duty in the
light of the new century, call honest men from homely life to places of power, and inspire new advocates for the reforms of the day. It should set the "freedmen" to
breaking the shackles of other slaves, and help all America to loftier purity in the
service of God.
HEBER D. KETCHAM, D. D.
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